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PERTH THEATRE TRUST AMENDMENT BILL 2014 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 2 December 2014. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.15 pm]: I rise to 
comment on the Perth Theatre Trust Amendment Bill 2014 on behalf of the opposition. This is a fairly 
straightforward bill that amends the 1979 act that set in place the framework for the Perth Theatre Trust to 
manage the Perth Concert Hall and His Majesty’s Theatre at that point in time. For the last few years the 
Perth Theatre Trust has outsourced the management of a number of venues. This bill essentially pulls back in-
house the management of a range of venues and the day-to-day management of the Perth Theatre Trust to attract 
and engage a variety of opportunities for arts and culture venues in the city. There are five venues: His Majesty’s 
Theatre, which is government owned; Subiaco Arts Centre, which is leased from the City of Subiaco; the 
State Theatre Centre of Western Australia, which is government owned; the Albany Entertainment Centre, which 
is government owned; and until recently the Concert Hall, which I understand although the Perth Theatre Trust 
owns the building, the day-to-day management of the venue has been taken on by the West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra. 

As we know, the Perth Theatre Trust does a fantastic job attracting local, interstate and international acts to 
Perth, and recently we have seen a number of those acts at the Perth and Fringe World Festivals. I dare say, most 
if not all members have been to a range of those venues over the years to see a variety of entertainments, 
anything from Les Misérables to circus groups, children’s productions, opera and a variety of concerts, which are 
all very good. The legislation we are dealing with today that will give the trust the capacity to take the 
management of those venues back in-house will perhaps enable it to be even more proactive going about its 
business, on behalf of the Western Australian community, to attract and secure theatre and musical acts to come 
to the city. 

I had a briefing on this legislation yesterday. I looked at the legislation, and it is reasonably technical and refers 
to business operations, trusts, shares and a range of things. I asked the advisers: “Aren’t these things that you are 
doing already? Aren’t they already in the trust? Isn’t this how you do your business now?” The advisers 
answered that it is, but that they need to tidy up the legislation so its activities are reflected more appropriately in 
the law. As we know, a number of those venues have been operated independently outsourced to other 
organisations, but have been taken back into the trust. I understand that that is because there is the view that 
there have been changes to that set of arrangements and the nature of how these venues should be operated, and 
they have been taken back in-house. The changes outlined in this bill will assist the future operation of those 
venues and the management of the individuals who work in those venues. I understand that there are currently 
about 68 full-time staff employed by the Perth Theatre Trust and about 170 staff are brought in on a needs basis 
for work in all aspects of venues when shows and concerts are on. 

The opposition certainly supports this legislation. It is relatively straightforward and there is nothing contentious 
in it that we could find. The legislation will assist the Perth Theatre Trust by providing a better business model to 
enable it to seek more opportunities than it has under its previous business model. This is reflected in the second 
reading speech in the simple sentence that states — 

This bill seeks to make PTT’s investment in its venues explicit in the Perth Theatre Trust Act 1979, 
providing a stronger legislative framework for investment in programing to form part of the trust’s core 
business. 

The bill is therefore relatively straightforward. 

The opposition supports this bill. We note that, perhaps for the first time since its election, the Barnett Liberal 
government has sought to bring back in-house the management and operation of an organisation. The 
Perth Theatre Trust was established as a statutory authority in 1979 to manage and operate the theatres. The 
government leased out the authority from about 1999 until the end of 2014, I think. Therefore, for the first time 
ever we see this government proactively saying, “Look, perhaps that didn’t work and we’ll now bring it back in-
house.” We in Labor hope that the government will replicate this example of not going towards privatisation and 
will bring back in-house a range of other activities, perhaps in our schools and hospitals — 

Hon Ken Travers: Tier 3 rail! 

Hon KATE DOUST: Tier 3 rail is another fine example; I thank my colleague. 

Hon Ken Travers: Fiona Stanley Hospital! 
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Hon KATE DOUST: Fiona Stanley Hospital! There is a long, long list of services to the community that this 
government sought to privatise. If we are starting with the Perth Theatre Trust, albeit on a much smaller scale, 
perhaps there is hope that for the rest of this government’s operations, it will see the light and remedy the errors 
it has made in going down the path of privatisation. 

We all acknowledge the significance and importance to our community of art, music and culture. Just a couple of 
weekends ago we saw The Giants come to town and the massive number of people who ventured out of their 
homes and into the city to experience that wonderful opportunity. I imagine that after the event was over, 
everyone got a significant personal boost from being able to participate in that event. It is the same with any of 
these types of events that happen in and around the city. Although we have these venues for these types of 
events, it is important to note one aspect of government that is perhaps lacking: the spreading of those 
opportunities into the suburbs and into rural and remote communities so that those communities can enjoy the 
benefit of those types of shows. I note that last week a meeting was held to discuss the lack of opportunity for 
live music to be played in venues around the city. It will be an interesting challenge for government to determine 
how it can remove the barriers or red tape to enable and encourage musicians in our state to demonstrate their 
skills and provide enjoyment to patrons in a range of live venues. It will be interesting to see where that 
discussion goes. 
I will not talk about funding for the arts community; it might be something that Hon Lynn MacLaren will talk 
about. As with everything else in the budget, this government is obviously not supporting the arts community as 
much as it should. Obviously art groups make submissions to government on a regular basis. However, I am 
veering away from what we are talking about here. 

As I said, this is a relatively straightforward and simple bill in its construction. It seeks to remedy some of the 
gaps in the 1979 legislation. It seeks to strengthen the legal framework to enable the Perth Theatre Trust to 
conduct its business in a more appropriate manner, and certainly to conduct its business in-house and to seek out 
other business to advance the work it does in the state. As I said, it is not complicated legislation. It is not a bill 
that we want to talk about at length. With those few words, the opposition will be supporting this legislation and 
we look forward to its passage through the house. 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [4.25 pm]: Madam Deputy President, the Greens support this 
bill. 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [4.25 pm] — in reply: The 
speed at which we passed legislation last week and at which we are passing legislation this week is quite 
amazing. It is great to see the clear support that the opposition has for the government’s legislative program, 
including this bill. I want to add my comments about the feast of arts and culture that we have had in the last 
little while in Western Australia. In particular, I want to acknowledge the Fringe World Festival from 23 January 
to 22 February. The Giants was an amazing spectacle for Western Australia. 

Hon Ken Travers: Thank you! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Hon Ken Travers was so tiny compared with them! 

Hon Ken Travers: Yes, but in this chamber I am still the giant! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Ha, ha! 

Last year’s Fringe World Festival reached more than 370 000 people. More than 450 free and ticketed events 
contributed to an economic impact of almost $45.5 million. The 2015 festival program included more than 
500 events held over 31 days and in more than 100 venues around Perth. Perth International Arts Festival runs 
from 13 February to 7 March and is estimated to attract 1.4 million people over 23 days. The outer fringe 
program, which we must bear in mind operates across the state and not just in the metropolitan area, includes 
performances in the wheatbelt—Northam, Merredin and Beverley; and in the south west and the great 
southern—Donnybrook, Bridgetown, Ravensthorpe and Esperance. This year the Perth Theatre Trust joined the 
Fringe World Festival, in particular the comedy program in the new pop-up venue, The Gold Digger, at the 
State Theatre Centre of WA courtyard, where over five weeks 11 000 people attended 80 performances. 

The support for this bill is very straightforward in that everybody agrees that an oversight in the current 
legislation needs to be fixed. The Perth Theatre Trust Amendment Bill will therefore provide explicit power for 
the trust to promote or take part in promoting activities at trust-managed theatres in the state. Those theatres 
include His Majesty’s Theatre; the State Theatre Centre, which includes the Heath Ledger Theatre, 
Studio Underground and the courtyard; Subiaco Arts Centre; and Albany Entertainment Centre. The proposed 
amendments are based on contemporary legislation and have been drafted so as not to limit the nature of the 
business arrangements into which the Perth Theatre Trust can enter. The arrangements complement the 
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productions presented in Perth Theatre Trust’s trust-managed venues by the state’s major performing arts 
companies: the West Australian Ballet, the Western Australian Opera Co, the West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra and the Black Swan State Theatre Company. Perth Theatre Trust’s previous investments have 
facilitated product diversity, provided employment for local artists, presented international and national artists, 
who would not come to Perth without the Perth Theatre Trust investment, and enabled the product to be 
presented at the venues when there were no other bookings. 

On 1 January, the Perth Theatre Trust resumed management control of the theatres vested in the Perth Theatre 
Trust under the Perth Theatre Trust Act 1979. Since 1999 the theatres were managed by a commercial company. 
The new operating model means that the trust will take direct control of management of the venues. The business 
areas that will return to the Perth Theatre Trust include venue management; facilities management; venue 
activation, including programming, front of house and back of house services; marketing and development. The 
mandate of the trust is to achieve optimum use of its venues by balancing three public-interest objectives; 
namely, the quality and variety of programming across all genres to the widest possible audience and value for 
money for the theatre-going public; support and development of the local performing arts industry; and 
maximum value for each dollar of government subsidies. The new operating model will provide the opportunity 
for more programming and increase the use and sustainability of some of the state’s most significant cultural 
assets. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 526.] 
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